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Upcoming Events and Dates 
 

Feb. 2nd ς Groundhog Day 

Feb. 7th ς Super Bowl Sunday 

Feb. 14th ς ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ Day 

Feb. 15th - tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

Lessen the Spread 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Law Enforcement  
Appreciation Day 

 
January 9th has been designated as 

National Law Enforcement Appreciation 

Day. The Franklin County Sheriff's Office is 

honored being a part of a national law 

enforcement community and we are very 

appreciative of the county we live in. 

Even with the challenges of 2020, our office 

has been overwhelmed with the outpouring 

of support during this trying year. We 

received calls, comments, food gifts and 

other ways of positive replies. 

 

So, as we celebrate NLEAD, we salute all the 

residents of Franklin County and we are 

trusting for a better 2021. 
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FCSO Presents Awards 

Recently, the Office of the Sheriff gave out 

several more awards to members. Typically, 

these awards would have been presented 

at our annual award ceremony, but was 

cancelled due to COVID. 

 

 

 L - R > Donna Kelley (35 years with FCSO), 

Sheriff Overton and Camille Bower (5 years 

of service) 

 

SECOND PHOTO: Investigator Steve 

McFarling received the "Shining Star" 

Award for his work on a major break-in 

during 2020. 

 

THIRD PHOTO: L - R > Deputy Dylan Smith 

and Sgt. Steve Grantham received the 

"Shining Star" Award for a lifesaving event 

in which they performed CPR on a subject 

until rescue arrived. 

Sheriff Overton stated how exceptional 

each of these individuals were to the Office 

of the Sheriff. "I am honored for these men 

and women to be a part of our 

organization. We are a better agency 

because of their hard work and dedication." 
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New Phone Law 

 

The new code 46.2-818.2 has been in effect 
since January 1 of this year. The law states 
it is unlawful for any person to operate a 
moving motor vehicle on the highways 
while holding a cell phone. There are 
exemptions, mostly for emergency and 
involving emergency vehicles. The main 
focus of the law is to keep people safe on 
our roads. Put the phone down while 
driving 
 

County Receives Winter Weather 
 

 
 
Franklin County was the recipient of two 

snow events toward the end of January. On 

the 27th , the county received just a dusting 

in most areas, but on the night of January 

30th / morning of the 31st, snowfall totals 

ǊŀƴƎŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нέ ς рέ ƛƴŎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

of the Sheriff posted weather/ road/ court/ 

information during these storm related 

events. We also provided the residents with 

contact information for Appalachian Power, 

Virginia Department of Transportation and 

our E911 Dispatch Center.  

Indictments 

On January 4th, 2021, Franklin County 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ Office investigators presented 

evidence to the Franklin County Grand Jury 

Indictments were issued for the following 

individuals and charges:  

 

vǳΩ{Ƙŀǿƴ aŀƴƴǎ ς Non-Capital First 

Degree Murder (1 count), Malicious 

Wounding (1 count), Conspiracy to Commit 

Burglary (1 count), Robbery of Residence 

with a Gun (2 counts), Conspiracy to 

Commit Robbery (2 counts), Statutory 

Burglary of Dwelling (1 count), Larceny of 

Firearm (1 count), and Firearm Use in 

Commission of a Felony (5 counts).  
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¢ŜΩ{Ŝŀƴ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ ς Non-Capital First Degree 

Murder (1 count), Malicious Wounding (1 

count), Robbery of Residence with a Gun (2 

counts), Larceny of Firearm (1 count), 

Statutory Burglary of Dwelling (1 count), 

Conspiracy to Commit Burglary (1 count), 

Conspiracy to Commit Robbery (2 counts), 

and Firearm Use in Commission of a Felony 

(5 counts).  

Sean Schwallenberg ς Non-Capital First 

Degree Murder (1 count), Malicious 

Wounding (1 count), Conspiracy to Commit 

Burglary (1 count), Robbery of Residence 

with a Gun (1 count), Statutory Burglary of 

Dwelling (1 count), Larceny of Firearm (1 

count), Conspiracy to Commit Robbery (2 

counts), and Firearm Use in Commission of 

a Felony (4 counts). 

Leon Mitchell - Non-Capital First Degree 

Murder (1 count), Malicious Wounding (1 

count), Robbery of Residence with a Gun (1 

count), Larceny of Firearm (1 count), 

Statutory Burglary of Dwelling (1 count), 

Conspiracy to Commit Burglary (1 count), 

Conspiracy to Commit Robbery (2 counts) 

and Firearm Use in Commission of a Felony 

(4 counts) 

 

 

 

 

Burglary Arrest 

 

On January 20th, 2021, Investigators with 
ǘƘŜ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
two arrests for the Burglary at the Smith 
Mountain Lake 4H Center on January 16th, 
2021. 

 
 
Brian Keith Gillespie, 41 years old of Rocky 
Mount, VA was charged with Felony 
Burglary and Grand Larceny. He was given a 
$2,500 secured bond. 
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Samuel Armando Diaz, 35 years old of 
Rocky Mount, VA was charged with Felony 
Burglary and Grand Larceny. Diaz is being 
held at the Franklin County Jail with no 
bond.  
 

 
 
In addition, on January 20th, 2021, the 
tǳƭŀǎƪƛ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
stolen pickup truck in the possession of 
John Bradford Altice, 47 years old of Rocky 
Mount, VA. Altice was arrested and charged 
with Felony Burglary and Grand Larceny. He 
is being held at the New River Valley 
Regional Jail in Dublin, VA. 

 


